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In Reply Refer To:
8910 - SML
Stop Code 180082

\
1-- \.

WSJR(AM)
Madawaska, Maine

In re:

General Partner

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20054

Thomtv" Z~. a~8l$1Ei'Y ,
RFD Box 7060
Worc~~ter, VT 05682

Ul ::. ' DY

Dear Sir or Madame:

This letter concerns your pending request for authority to remain
silent. Temporary authority is hereby granted for the above
referenced station(s) to remain silent for three months from the
date of this letter.

On December 11, 1991, the Commission adopted a Report and Order
(copy attached) which amended Part 1 of the Commission's Rules,
to implement Section 5301 of the Anti Drug Abuse Act of 1988.
Pursuant to the Report and Order, any requests for extension of
this authority must be accompanied by a certification that
neither the applicant nor any party to the request is subject to
a denial of Federal benefits under Section 5301. Please use the
attached certification page to comply with this requirement.

Before a new STA will be granted, you must submit a plan
detailing your efforts to sell the station. This may include but
is not limited to a marketing plan, proof of listing with broker,
list of prospective buyers contacted and all other positive
efforts made to sell the station.

It will be necessary to maintain prescribed tower lighting in
accordance with the station's license authorization. If an
extension is not required, you are requested to notify the
Commission, in writing, of the exact date the station resumes on
air operations.

In the event that any AM station remains silent for a period over
6 months, it will be necessary to file with the Commission, prior
to returning the station to on-air operations, an FCC Form 302
for direct measurement of power which should include a partial
proof of performance for stations with directional antennas.

Attachments

:1ea~...__
~s R. Burtle

Chief, AM Branch
Audio Services Division
Mass Media Bureau



8910-SML
WSJR{AM)

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT CERTIFICATION

The applicant certifies that, in the case of an individual
applicant, he or she is not subject to a denial of federal
benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of
1988, 21 U.S.C. § 862a, or, in the case of a non-individual
applicant (e.g. corporation, partnership or other unincorporated
association), no party to the application is subject to a denial
of federal benefits pursuant to that section. For the definition
of a "party" for these purposes, see 47 C.F.R. § 1.2002 (b).

o

[ ] Yes

o Name of Applicant

o

°Date
o

o

o
o Signature

o

o Title
o

o

[ ] No

o

o

o

o

o

o



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20054

~UN 231994

Thomas JUN i4ar~~?3eMr 'G.eneral
RFD Box 7060 ~j

Worcester, VT 05682
i~l !

:5¥

Dear Sir or Madame:

Partner

In re:

In Reply Refer To:
8910· SML
Stop Code 180082

WSJR(AM)
Madawaska, Maine

This letter concerns your pending request for authority to remain
silent. Temporary authority is hereby granted for the above
referenced station(s) to remain silent for three months from the
date of this letter.

On December 11, 1991, the Commission adopted a Report and Order
(copy attached) which amended Part 1 of the Commission's Rules,
to implement Section 5301 of the Anti Drug Abuse Act of 1988.
Pursuant to the Report and Order, any requests for extension of
this authority must be accompanied by a certification that
neither the applicant nor any party to the request is subject to
a denial of Federal benefits under Section 5301. Please use the
attached certification page to comply with this requirement.

Before a new STA will be granted, you must submit a plan
detailing your efforts to sell the station. This may include but
is not limited to a marketing plan, proof of listing with broker,
list of prospective buyers contacted and all other positive
efforts made to sell the station.

It will be necessary to maintain prescribed tower lighting in
accordance with the station's license authorization. If an
extension is not required, you are requested to notify the
Commission, in writing, of the exact date the station resumes on
air operations.

In the event that any AM station remains silent for a period over
6 months, it will be necessary to file with the Commission, prior
to returning the station to on-air operations, an FCC Form 302
for direct measurement of power which should include a partial
proof of performance for stations with directional antennas.

Attachments

/1e$~
71:::s R. Burtle

Chief, AM Branch
Audio Services Division
Mass Media Bureau



8910-SML
WSJR(AM)

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT CERTIFICATION

The applicant certifies that, in the case of an individual
applicant, he or she is not subject to a denial of federal
benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of
1988, 21 U.S.C. § 862a, or, in the case of a non-individual
applicant (e.g. corporation, partnership or other unincorporated
association), no party to the application is subject to a denial
of federal benefits pursuant to that section. For the definition
of a "party" for these purposes, see 47 C.F.R. § 1.2002 (b).

o

( ) Yes

° Name of Applicant

o

°Date
°
o

o
o Signature

o

° Title
°
o

( ] No

o

o

o

o

o

o



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20054

Fer. ~'A I' f' '-., ~ JUN 2
V'!""d .... ,: .. ; 3 1994

Lamo i 1 ~VII ~.t-oal<:asttni.~: & Comm.
6-10th Avenue
Madawa~~, ME 04756

.JI~; BY In re:

Dear Sir or Madame:

In Reply Refer To:
8910 - SML
Stop Code 1800B2

WSJR(AM)
Makawaska, Maine

This letter concerns your pending request for authority to remain
silent. Temporary authority is hereby granted for the above
referenced station(s) to remain silent for three months from the
date of this letter.

On December 11, 1991, the Commission adopted a Report and Order
(copy attached) which amended Part 1 of the Commission's Rules,
to implement Section 5301 of the Anti Drug Abuse Act of 1988.
Pursuant to the Report and Order, any requests for extension of
this authority must be accompanied by a certification that
neither the applicant nor any party to the request is subject to
a denial of Federal benefits under Section 5301. Please use the
attached certification page to comply with this requirement.

Before a new STA will be granted, you must submit a plan
detailing your efforts to sell the station. This may include but
is not limited to a marketing plan, proof of listing with broker,
list of prospective buyers contacted and all other positive
efforts made to sell the station.

It will be necessary to maintain prescribed tower lighting in
accordance with the station's license authorization. If an
extension is not required, you are requested to notify the
Commission, in writing, of the exact date the station resumes on
air operations.

In the event that any AM station remains silent for a period over
6 months, it will be necessary to file with the Commission, prior
to returning the station to on-air operations, an FCC Form 302
for direct measurement of power which should include a partial
proof of performance for stations with directional antennas.

Attachments

ames R. Burtle
Chief, AM Branch
Audio Services Division
Mass Media Bureau



8910-SML
WSJR(AM)

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT CERTIFICATION

The applicant certifies that, in the case of an individual
applicant, he or she is not subject to a denial of federal
benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of
1988, 21 U.S.C. § 862a, or, in the case of a non-individual
applicant (e.g. corporation, partnership or other unincorporated
association), no party to the application is subject to a denial
of federal benefits pursuant to that section. For the definition
of a "party" for these purposes, see 47 C.F.R. § 1.2002 (b)

o

[ ] Yes

o Name of Applicant

o

°Date
°
o

o
° Signature

o

° Title
°
o

[ ] No

o

o

o

o

o

o



Ft' ,,, ~.. ; 'f~peftAl. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

April 7,1994

IN REPLY REFER TO:
STOP CODE 180082
8910-5ML

., • I

Lamoille Broadcasting & Comm.
6-10th Avenue
Madawaska, ME 04756

Dear Applicant:

In re: WSJR (AM)
Makawaska, Maine

This is in reference to your pending request for Special
Temporary Authority (STA) for the above-referenced station to
remain silent.

On December 11, 1991, the Commission adopted a Report and Order
(see attached copy) to amend Part 1 of the Commission's Rules to
implement Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988.
Effective February 3, 1992, applicants requesting STA are
required to certify that neither the applicant nor any party to
the request is subject to a denial of Federal Benefits under
Section 5301.

Action will be deferred on your request pending receipt of your
certification (See attached sample certification). Your
certification should be directed to:

AM Branch, Room 342
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

James R. Burtle
Chief, AM Branch
Audio Services Division
Mass Media Bureau

Attachments



8910-SML
WSJR(AM)

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT CERTIFICATION

The applicant certifies that, in the case of an individual
applicant, he or she is not subject to a denial of federal
benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of
1988, 21 U.S.C. § 853a, or, in the case of a non-individual
applicant (e.g. corporation, partnership or other unincorporated
association), no party to the application is subject to a denial
of federal benefits pursuant to that section. For the definition
of a "party" for these purposes, see 47 C.F.R. § 1.2002 (b) .

[ ] Yes [ ] No

° Name of Applicant ° Signature a

° a

a

° 0 a

°Date ° Title °
a ° 0

0 0 0

-4-



f f\ I' ~lIiE~~COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
\,,~ . ',.' . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

April 7, 1994

IN REPLY REFER TO:
STOP CODE 1800B2
8910-SML

I

Thomas B. Beardsley, General Partner
RFD Box 7060
Worcester, VT 05682

In re:

Dear Applicant:

WSJR (AM)
Madawaska, Maine

This is in reference to your pending request for Special
Temporary Authority (STA) for the above-referenced station to
remain silent.

On December 11, 1991, the Commission adopted a Report and Order
(see attached copy) to amend Part 1 of the Commission's Rules to
implement Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988.
Effective February 3, 1992, applicants requesting STA are
required to certify that neither the applicant nor any party to
the request is subject to a denial of Federal Benefits under
Section 5301.

Action will be deferred on your request pending receipt of your
certification (See attached sample certification) Your
certification should be directed to:

AM Branch, Room 342
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

?Jre1Y

,/~fI::7'-
~R. Burtle

Chief, AM Branch
Audio Services Division
Mass Media Bureau

Attachments



8910-SML
WSJR(AM)

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT CERTIFICATION

The applicant certifies that, in the case of an individual
applicant, he or she is not subject to a denial of federal
benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of
1988, 21 U.S.C. § 853a, or, in the case of a non-individual
applicant (e.g. corporation, partnership or other unincorporated
association), no party to the application is subject to a denial
of federal benefits pursuant to that section. For the definition
of a "party" for these purposes, see 47 C.F.R. § 1.2002 (b)

[ ] Yes [ ] No

0 Name of Applicant 0 Signature 0

0 0

0

0 0 °
°Date ° Title °
0 0 0

0 0 0

-2-



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

27 JAN 1993

Honorable William S. Cohen
United States Senate
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-2402

Dear Senator Cohen:

IN REPLY REFER TO:

CN-9300109

Thank you for your letter regarding radio stations WSJR(AM), Madawaska, Maine,
and WLVC(AM), Fort Kent, Maine. By letter dated December 11, 1992, the
licensee·of these two stations, Lamoille Broadcasting and Communications
("Lamoille"), was informed by our office that its outstanding construction"
permit (File No. BP-841224AD, reinstated as File No. BP-910311AC), which
expil'ed October 9, 1991, was cancelled because Lamoille had failed to request
an extension of the construction permit, or rfle a license to cover the
construction pel'mit. On December' 18, 1992, Lamoille timely appealed the
decision. We will consider the appeal on its merits as soon as the priorities
of other prior filed matters allow.

In your letter, you ask for information regarding the purpose of engineering
work required by the application forms, the cost of the engineering work, and
the law or regulation which requires such work. The two forms to which you
refer are FCC Form 301, required for "minor changes" in AM broadcast
facilities, and FCC Form 302, required for licensing the proposed
modific~tion. Both forms include engineering sections which require the
applicant to show that the proposed facilities comply with Sections 1.1307,
73.24, 73.37, 73.182, and 73. 187 ~f the Commission's Rules. These Sections
require the applicant to show the impact of the proposed faCilities on the
environment and on the population liVing within the station's 1 VIM contour,
as well as the proposed facilities' technical impact on the daytime, nighttime

. and critical hours service of other licensed broadcast facilities. The
Commission does not require the applicant to hire an engineer to complete
these t'Ol'ms, but it does r'equire the applicant to certify, under penalty of
law, that the statements ma(1e on the forms al'e true and con'ect. To verify
the CicL:t.li'acy of the r'epr'escIiLa.tions made on the forms, applicants often ret~jn

engilleccs or englneer'illg eOI,sultants, the cost of which varies depending upon
the engineer or engineering firm engaged.

You "iJso request information t'egar'ding the fees r'equir'ed by the Commission
when application forms are filed. In the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1989, Congress directed the Commission to prescribe charges for certain of the
r'egulatory services it provides to many of the cotrununications entities within
its jurisdiction. The appropriate fees are determined by Congress in Section
8 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended. An applicant may request a
waiver of the fee in specific instances where good cause is shown and where



Honorable William S. Cohen 2.

waiver or deferral of the fee would promote the public interest. Applicants
seeking waivers must submit the request for waiver in conjunction with the
application, the fee form (FCC Form 155), and the required fee. The request
for' waiver will be acted upon by the Office of the Managing Director with the
concurrence of the General Counsel's Office. Fees submitted will be returned
if a waiver is granted.

Sincerely,

~/'~~. (-S. Stewart .
"'"- Chi ef, Mass Media Bureau.._-....



WILLIAM S. COHEN
MAINE

tlnitcd ~tatcs ~rnatc
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 31, 1992

Alfred C. Sikes, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Sikes:

I am writing on behalf of one of my constituents,
Thomas Beardsley of Madawaska, Maine.

Mr. Beardsley is the co-owner of two Class IV AM
radio stations: WSJR in Madawaska and WLVC in Fort Kent.
He is seeking a power increase for WLVC which currently
operates at 250 watts a day and 1,000 watts a night. I
have enclosed copies of Mr. Beardsley's recent
correspondence which outlines the background information
pertaining to his situation. He understands that the cost
for this "minor" change is $565.00 and the license fee is
another $370.00. In addition, Mr. Beardsley understands
that he is required to do some preliminary engineering
work before he can apply for the license. He estimates the
cost for this to be several thousand dollars.

In order that I may be fully responsive to Mr.
Beardsley's concerns, I would appreciate having the
following information:

1) What is the purpose of this preliminary engineering
work, what is its estimated cost, and under what law or
regulation is it required?

2) Is there any appeals process by which Mr. Beardsley can
apply to have the fees waived? Section 8, 47 U.S.C. 158
states that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) may
waive or defer paYment of a charge in any specific instance
for good cause shown where such action would promote the
public interest. Does this apply to Mr. Beardsley's
situation?

WLVC provides an invaluable service to the residents
of northern Maine. For example, in April of 1991,
Allagash, a small community in this area, suffered severe



Alfred C. Sikes, Chairman
December 31, 1992
Page Two

flooding and ice jams causing substantial damage to area
homes and public property. This marked the worst natural
disaster in the Allagash's lOS-year history and the area
was declared a major disaster area by President Bush.
During this period, WLVC provided critical communications
to these residents who have no other local radio service.
Similarly, when inclement weather conditions result in
school closings WLVC is the only local radio service which
provides this information.

Clearly, allowing WLVC to increase its power to 1,000
watts by day, and thereby provide this type of information
to more residents in these communities, would certainly be
in the public interest of the people of Maine.

Within the last few days, Mr. Beardsley has informed
me of another development with WLVC, the FCC's cancellation
of his construction permit in accordance with Section
73.3599 of the Commission's rules on the grounds that the
station was not ready for operation within a certain time
frame. I would also appreciate any information that you
can provide me regarding this situation and what options
may be available to Mr. Beardsley at this time.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If I
can provide you with any additional information please
contact Paulina Collins of my Washington staff at (202)
224-5538.

With best wishes, I am

William S. Cohen
United States Senator

WSC:pmc
Enclosures



DEC 21 '92 10:42 FROM COHEN PRESQUE ISLE
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~

AM1230 WSJR
Madawas.l<a

1 207 728 4MJ 1

PRGE.005
Page 3

WL
~TC AM 1340
rV Fort Kent

12/1~/92

6· 10th Avenue. Madawaska. ME 047'56.. . .~. .
(207) 728-4000

Donna Searcy
Seeretary of the F.e.C.
'1919M St .. NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary~

I am writing in response to a certified letter we received
yesterday re: B910.CSL, over the signature of Peter J~ Rtibenstein
acting on behalf of Mr~ Larry D; Eads. Chief, Audio Services
Division. Mass Media Bureau. The matter in question is related
to construction permit BP-841224AO for WLVC-AM radio in Fort
Kent. Maine;

The above referenced letter states that the permit has been
cancel1edi I am writing. first of all, to inform the commission
that we have taken appropriate step~ to make sure we are now
operating within the specifications of our license prior to
the issuance of the permit in question. (250 watts day and
night). ---

When the permit was granted by the·F~C.C. on 4/1/91, we
i mmed i ate I y put the- i tem~ needed in D1ace and beg an broadcast i ng
at 1~OOQ watts nights on 5/23/91. On that date. under advice
of our attorney Benjamin Perez. we informed the F.C.C. in a
l~tter to Mr. Vincent F. Kajunski with a copy to Mr. Eads.
(See enclosure}. Since then we have had our license renewed
and there was a SUbs~Quent letter (5/30/92) to Mr; Eads re
ferring to the fact that we were operating at 1,000 nights as
authorized by the permit. I also spoke to Mr. Eads on the
telephone regarding the operation of WLVC and explained to him
~xacLly what we have been dolngi Never. in any of these
communications was there any mention of any further paper work
and/or fees rel~ted to .. this permit to be 1n full compliance
until we received the letter yesterday from Mri RUbenstein~

I had assumed. apparently incorrectly, that we had done every
thing properly to datei Now. 19 months aft~r the fact, we are
told that our construction permit has been cancelled •

....



.'

DEC 21 '92 10:43 FROt1 COHEH PRESOUE I:=;LE

OEC ·18 '92 i\4: 13 PM IlISJR/WLVC

-2-

1 267 728 4.Hll

F'HGE.OC16
Pogl1 <I

The purpose of this letter is to be as open and honest with
the commission as possible about this situation and to ask
what Can be done now to at least get back to wh@re we were
24 hours ago~

Please advise.',

Respectfully yours.

Thomas B~ Beardsley
General Manager

P.s. The permit file number was changed to BP-910319AC
when it was reinstated on 4/9/91~ (See enclosure)~

CC: Katherine Riggins

...



DEC 21 '92 10:41 FROM COHEN PRESQUE ISLE F'AGE . [1[12

09:28 AM \IISJR/\IILVC Page 2

f1EOERAL COMMUNICI\TIONS COMMISSION
\lASH 1NG'fON, n. c. 2055~

·OtC l 1 199t

~t1("1 £0 MA 1L- RETURN RECE I £'1' REQUESTED

Lamoi.llc Uroadcasting and COlT\lllunicatiOIl:$
, GtmerCi.l Partnersh i ~

6~ 10th Avenue
Madawaska, Maine 04756

In re:

Licensee:

IN REPLY REFER TO:
8910-CSL

WLVC(AM)
Port Kent, ME
BP-841224fiD

Th i s Concerns the above-referenced constrouc"tion per'rnt to to modify exhting
facil i ties.

Section 73.3599 of thl;: C<.~mmi.ssion I s RUles pr-OV ido5 in pertinent part that a
construction per-mit sh,1l1 be automatically fOt,rel ted if the stadOtl is not
ready for ope1'ation within the time specified therein or within suoh time as
the Commission may ha\'c allowed tor completion,

Your construction permit (GP-BlI1224A.D) was granted on January 25, 1985, and
construction was to have 'been cCltlpleced by Janua1'y 25, 1986. Your latest
extension app11oation was granted on April 9, 1991 and eonstructio~ wa~ to have
been completed by October 9, 1991.

To date, no Fee Form 302 1 icense appl ication has be€:fl filed to cover t.hfs
construction, nor has a ourrcnt FCC Form 307 application requesting exten:$ion
of time to construct been r~aeived.

Tn view or the above, and in accordance with SectJon 73.3~99 of the
Corr..lliS5ion ' s llule~, your construction perroit (BP-ti!\1224AD) is hereby
CANCELLED.

Sincerely,

~.:4.. ~ ~.1~~
.~ Lart'Y D. Eads. Ch jet

Audio Serviaes Division
Mass Media Bureau

".



DEC 21 '92 10:42
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FROM COHEN PRESQUE ISLE

WSJR/wl.VC 1 2tl7 728 4tltll

PHC;E . C1C14

Pog€ S

AM 1230 WSJR
MadcwOiKO

5/23/91

Mr. Vinoent F. Kajunski
1 Ba~terymarch Park f

Quincy, Ma. 02169

Dear Mr. Kajunaki:

For your information, WLVC-AM in Fort Rent haa now bequn
opera~inq at 1000 wa~t& nights under authority of construQtion
Dermit np-910319AC.

If you have any questions, pleaae feel free to ~al1. IE I am
unabla to a.nswer your questions, I cll\\ sur~ my chief engineer Aur.l
Daiqle will be able to.

Thomas B. Beardsley
General Manager

CO r Larry Eads
Audio Ser~iees Division
Mass Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commissions
Wa9hinqton, D.C. 20554

..
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UktT'EO :;TA'TIt~ 0 17 "'''''EfIIt'CA.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

MODIFICATION OF CONSTRUCTION P!RMIT

AM
(C1.;a.~s. o( ~tahon)

...,

Call $IQI'I W L V C

L

Lan10ille Broadcasting and
Ccnmunications
6 10th Avenue
M,-nawaska, Maine 04756

.J

Permittee Lanoille Bn:::~.dcr)3ting am Cannunications

A~f::o~iated TJroadca$t station:

The Authority Contllined in A\,\thotizatio1\ File No. BP-900130AD
dOlted February 9, 1990 granted to th~ Pormi.ttee listed above is hereby modified in pa.rt as foHows:

THB Aft OVE CONSTRUCTION PlmXIT, UCWDING CODITIONS. IS RD.EB Y
REIlIS'IA'lK1) .S~ BP-910319AC

nAn OF OQUInn COKPLETIOH or COBS:nmCTIOlh_....Q;;:~to~be~r~9 ...........11wi9~9....1 •

1'his modificution of COfistructlon p~Imit shall be ettached to and be made a part of the cof\structiol\ pet
mh of this station.

EXCClll a~ h~'I'(,lin' <::xpT,*(:l;ly mQdifi-:d. the \lbQve-t"l'lenti.oncd cons;truc;t!QO p.ormit, :subject to ot.H modiflc:athms

heretofore granted b}' the Commission. is to contin\.\c in full force end effect in accordance with the terms and
conditions th~reof Qrtd for the period thtr(ll.n !Specified.

~.

SML:yl
FEDERAl.
COMMUNICATlON~

COMMISSION

F. c. e. - ¥'l"SHIN(OT01'<. o.~.

(8'. ~. ,. .
APR 1 7 199

FCC ,"0"'" 36'
001,,1.., 1f7.



AM 1340
~ -.'--.'_..__.-

Fort Kent

AM1230 WSJR
Madawaska

WLVC
11/21/92

'<, .... ,<_, , ._••~ < ~!?th Ave..r:..~..:. ~C1dc:waska, ME 04756

(207) 728-4000 / I
\l % 1c

Honorable William Cohen, Senator
169 Academy St.
Presque Isle, Me. 04769

Dear Senator Cohen:

Thank you for taking ~ime from your busy schedule to visit our
station while you were here in the Valley. I have had numerous
comments and compliments on the program from our listeners. They
found it to be a very informative half hour.

The main purpose of this letter is to enlist your support in an
area that has caused me a great deal of frustration. I am hoping
you may be able to help us make a breakthrough in what should be
a logical solution to a simple problem for anyone exce~t a
government bureaucrat. Allow me to explain.

WSJR in Madawaska and WLVC in Fort Kent are both Class IV AM
radio stations. My partner and I own both of them. A Class IV
station is basically defined as a local station with a power
output of 1,000 watts day and night. Up until about 1982, Class
IV stations were required to reduce their night power output to
250 watts. At the time, it was believed that the skywave gen
erated at 1,000 watts at night would cause interference with
other stations great distances away on the same frequency.
However, that was finally pro~n not to be the case. In the early
eighties, all Class IV stations were allowed to begin operating
at 1,000 watts day and night. There was no paper work, no fees
and no expensive engineering work required at the time. A date
was sat and all Class IV stations simply did not reduce power at
sundown on that ~ate as they had been required to in the past.
Simple as that. When we bought our stations in 1990, we
immediately took advantage of a permit issued to WLVC allowing it
to begin broadcasting at 1,000 watts nights as all other Class IV
stations had done a decade earlier. However, due to another F.C.C.
regulation still in effect at the time, WLVC still had to reduce
power durinp, the da~ to 250 watts.

~ow the hitch for us. WLVC in Fort Kent was licensed as a Class IV
when it went on the air in the seventies, but, it was required to
operate only at 250 watts day and night, due t;o 1fduopoly" con
siderations. SimVly put, the Federal Communications Commission's
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"duopolv" rule prohibited ot"nership of more than one station of
the same type in a specific area. At 1,000 watts each, WSJR and
WLVC would overlap, creating a violation of the duopoly rule at
the time.

~ow the latest development. The F.C.C. has relaxed the duopoly
rule. WLVC and WSJR would no longer be in violation if WLVC be
gan operatinr at 1,000 watts durinR the day. So, you would think
this would not b~ a problem with the F.C.C. Unfortunately, due
to what appears to be a case of bureaucratic inflexibility, this
is not the case. We asked the F.C.C. for permission to begin
full time, 1,000 watt operation and even got some support from
Senator Mitchell's ,office. \,;'hile the F. C.C. appears to agree that
what we are asking is very reasonable, they still require that we
go through what would be a prohibitively expensive procedure to
do so.

As you will see by the enclosed documents, there is considerable
local support for what we are asking and some very real benefits
to the public. Yet, due to an unfortunate seauence of events from
our perspectiv~, we cannot move forward. Had t~e duopoly rule
been eliminated first, we would probably have been allowed to go
to 1,000 watts full time alon~ with all the other Class IV sta
tions. However, since the change in Class IV station definition
came first, we were caught and we remain stuck in between two
rule-makings that work against us.

All this is particularly frustrating at a time when the govern
ment is ahout to zo into competition with me in Fort Kent. It
would seem that a little flexibility in the rules for a small
business, strugglin~ iust to survive, is not too much to ask,
considering the fact that public broadcastinf, is about to spend
$250,000 to take listeners away from me. It's difficult enough to
sell commericals for $4.00 apiece in the St. John Valley. Now we
will be in competition with a government funded, state-of-the-art,
FM station, backed by some of the finest radio programming in
the world. It may very well be the straw that breaks the camel's
back.

It seems that the least the government (the F.C.C.) could do
would be to give me a small break. Give me what all other tiny,
Class IV stations have, slightly better coverage of the area we
are attempting to ·serve. It is a "minor!! change, even by the f.C.C.
definition. Yet, the filing fees and engineerinp work required
are totally out of reach. My best guess is that it would
probably cost about $3,000 to $4,000 to achieve what all other
Class IV stations got for free back in the early eighties.
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Senator, in my present financial circumstances, it may as well
be a million. On top that, it would probably take about two to
three years to accomplish. Ridiculous, when you consider the
fact that all the enuipment is in place and ready to go right
now. All we need is permission from the F.C.C. Yet they seem
more intent on collecting filing fees and seeing to it that
high paid F.C.C. attorneys and engineers get more blood from
this stone, than they are about service to the public.

Any help you can give me would be greatly appreciated.

Respectfully

Thomas B. Bear~)L
General Manager
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AM 1340

Fort Kent
6 - 10th Avenue, Madawaska, ME 04756

(207) 728-4000

Ur. Larry Eades
Federal, Communications Commission
1919 l~n Street, N.W.
Washington, . DC· 20554

Dear Mr. Eades:

I am TJJri ting to you because you ·have been very he Lp fu Z to me
over the teZephone and I am hoping you TJJiZZbe able to give me
some assistance no~ that the AM freeze has been lifted.

I am co-o~ner of WLVC-AM radio station in Fort Kent, Maine. We
purchased the station in February of 199·0 along ~ith WSJR-AM
in Mada~aska. The t~o stations are about ~elve miles apart.
WSJR is 1,000 ~atts fuZl time. WLVC is 250 watts da~s and 1,000
nights. As near as I can figure, the only reason WLVC is not
operating at 1,000 full time as all other stations of this class
TJJere alloTJJed to do several years ago TJJas because of duopoly
considerations as they .may apply to WSJR. If 1&)e 1&)ere to be
allo1&)ed to operate at t,OOO 1&)atts there 1&)ould be overLap in some
very small, extremely rural communiti~s Buch as St. Agatha and.
FrenchviZZe,'-Maine. other than that, I can't imagine thereUJould
be any probz.em produced by our operating at a full. 1,,000 UJatts
day and·night:~In·fact, a very reaZ case could be made for the
public service benefits such a change in our operat-f...ng status
could make. I ask you to revieTJJ the encZosed z.etters I have
obtained.from 10caZ pubZicofficiaZs lJe have had occasion to
lJork lJith. Since these letters were TJJritten, several more sit
uations lJhere we could have been of much greater service to the
region have occurred. The most recent of which was a 750 acre
forest fire that necessitated the complete evacuation of the
community of ALlagash. Some 250 people were affected. We were
unable to help much due to the fact that our 250 signal is shaky,
·at .best in the area. At Z,OOO watts, we could have provided a
very reaZ se~vice. The next cZosest station-~o the area is WSJR;

- our station in Madawaska. Beyond that,. the closest "local n

service originates in Caribou; some 50 miles to the southeast.

It is my understariding that back when all other Z,OOO ~attday

and 250 night AM ~tations were aZZoTJJed to go to Z,OOO watts day
and night, no paper work fees or engineering studies were re
quired. WLVC was aZlo~ed to go to 7,;000 nights, but had to remain
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at 250 days due primariLy to the duopoLy consideration. Now
that the dUODOLy ruLes have been reLaxed~ I wouLd Like to know
if we may be permitted to beain L~OOO watts day and night
operation with~ut going through the prohibitiveLy expensive
process of filin~ for an upqrade. We are an extremeLy smaLL AM
stand-aLone operation~ struggLing to survive by providinq reaL
service to our area. If the FCC couLd see its way cLear to aLLow
us to begin L~OOO watts., fuLL-time operation, nobody wouLd be
harmed and some· peop Le Living in very remote areas cou Ld
conceivabLy benefit a great deal, from the service we wouLd then
be abLe to provide.

ALL the equipment we need is in DLace. ALL we need is permission
from the commission. However ~ it'" we have to pay fi Ling- fees and
consulting enginiers to obtain permission, it simpLy won't be
done. There is very littLe if any financial, gain to be realized by
going to L~OOO watts fulL time on WLVC. There aren't many, if any
advertisers over in ALLagash. We just want to do a better .job
serving this very remote region.

Any heLp, or advice you or the FCC can give me wouLd certainly
be appreciated.

Thomas B. -Beardsley
General Manager: .


